C   A   L   I   S   T   E

that my father's uncle had died a few days pre-
viously, and had left me his fortune, which, with
all the legacies paid, amounted, in addition to his
house, to almost thirty thousand pounds.

" This event affected me, although the death of a
man of eighty is really at each moment less
astonishing than his life, and I felt a sort of regret
of which it took me some time to discover the
cause. I did discover it, however. I had now an
obligation the more not to break my engagement

of marriage. Having before listened to Mr. M------,

to re]eel: him at the moment when I had something
to give in exchange for a name and an honourable
position, appeared to me almost impossible. There
would have accrued to me a kind of dishonour to
which I was not resigned. He arrived the follow-
ing day, showed me an account of his fortune, as
clear as the fortune itself, and a marriage contrad
already drawn up, by which he gave me three
hundred pounds a year during my life and, in
addition, a dowry of five thousand pounds. He
knew nothing of my inheritance; I told him. I
refused the income that he offered me, but I asked
that, supposing our marriage were indeed cele-
brated (a phrase that I repeated frequently), I
might retain the enjoyment of and exclusive rights
in all that I at present possessed and might in the

future receive from the liberality of Lord L------;

and I begged that I might be considered as abso-
lutely free until the moment that I pronounced the
word e yes ' at the altar.